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The Women’s Land Army’s Beginnings

and Importance

Most people have heard of Rosie the Riveter or have at least seen the iconic
poster of the woman with the red bandana saying “We Can Do It". However, the majority
of people have never heard of the “Land Girls” or the women that fed the world when it
was most starving. During both World Wars, the young women of America and Britain
signed up for back breaking work and a new purpose. These women led the force of
women volunteers of the era, aiding in the war effort.

What Was the WLA?

Sadly our world has seen many wars. During those times of need,
rationing and other ways to preserve enough food were essential. But that in
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itself was not always enough to feed soldiers at war as
well as the country. This was true especially during
World War | and World War |l, many of the farmers
were drafted causing farms to be short handed and
desperately in need of help. During the first world war,
the Board of Agriculture in Britain recruited 23,000
women to work in the brand new Women’s Land Army.
These women replaced the men that were sent off to
fight, their main objective being to increase the amount
of food production to keep the country from starvation.
These women were dubbed “Land Girls”. By January
of 1915 over 100,000 farmers and men that worked on
land had been shipped off for war. This left farms in
desperate need of hands.

As women stepped into the roles left empty by the men on active duty,
they were met with shock and disgust. Numerous people resisted their help, even
started to call them “farmettes”, a word meant to be an insult derived from
suffragette. While they eventually became symbols of patriotism and resilience,
the hard working women of the WLA were never seen in the same light as






